A Case of Bending of the Bones of both Legs and Partial
Ankylosis of both Hips in a Young Man.
By SOMERVILLE HASTINGS, M. S.
THE patient, aged 22, has been employed as a porter in a restaurant. Seven years ago he began to suffer from genu valgum, for which he was treated by external splints for two vears. Three years ago pain and stiffness of both hips came on, and has since increased, so that at the present time he is unable to sit down. The feet are everted, and both great trochanters are prominent. Skiagrams show bending of both tibiae near their upper extremities, enlargement of the acetabula, flattening of the heads of both femora, and some prominence of the great trochanters. The genu valgum, which was most marked on the right, was much improved by an osteotomy of the lower end of the right femur in June, 1909.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. HASTINGS added that it had been suggested that the condition of the hips might be due to rheumatoid arthritis, but he had not found definite evidence of septic poisoning. The patient had slight pyorrhcea, but this was not marked. The skiagrams did not show any rarefaction of bone.
The PRESIDENT said the change in the shape of the femur seemed to be in the nature of a rotation of the upper end of the femur.
Dr. F. PARKES WEBER asked whether the case might not be an early one of osteitis deformans, or, more probably, an imitation of osteitis deformans produced by inherited syphilis. The patient was very young for genuine osteitis deformans. Later on the formation of gummata miglht prove the syphilitic nature of the condition. He (Dr. Weber) knew of a boy who suffered from a chronic painless, or relatively painless, symmetrical overgrowth (with bending) of both tibiae, somewhat resembling osteitis deformans. Later on the change was proved to be due to inherited syphilis by the appearance of gummata.
